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TAGS: EWWT, AS, US 

SUB J : SHIPPING: CLARIFICATION OF GOA TRADE PRACTICES 
ACT 1974 

REF: STATE 39216 NOTAL 

1. EMBASSY OFFICER HAS RAISED QUESTION POSED REFTEL 
WITH ROWLAND, ASSISTANT SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORT, CANBERRA. ROWLAND SAYS THAT DOT AWARE OF 
PROBLEM THAT PART IV, (RESTRICTIVE TRADE PRACTICES) 

OF TP ACT MAY APPLY TO IN-BOUND BUT NOT OUT-BOUND 
CONFERENCES AND IS SEEKING LEGAL ADVICE ON THIS POINT 
FROM ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT. ROWLAND DOES NOT 
EXPECT TO BE ABLE TO RESPOND TO OUR QUERY, WHICH IS 
SIMILAR TO QUERY MADE BY BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION, FOR 
ANOTHER TWO WEEKS OR SO. 

2. WHILE SOMEWHAT GUARDED IN HIS COMMENTS, ROWLAND 
INDICATED GOA IS QUITE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED THAT 
PROBLEM MAY INDEED EXIST AS A RESULT OF ERROR IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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QUIET UNTIL GOA CAN SORT OUT SITUATION. EMBASSY OFFICER 
ASSURED HIM USG WOULD RESPECT HIS WISH THAT WE NOT PUBLICIZE 
WHAT COULD BE SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR GOA. HOWEVER. ROWLAND 
REALIZES OUR QUERY RESULTED FROM APPROACH BY ATLANTIC & 

GULF/AUST.-NZ CONFERENCE. 

3. EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW UP WITH ROWLAND AGAIN IN ABOUT 
TWO WEEKS AND REPORT RESULTS. 

HARROP 
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